1 It is with great pleasure that the CDAQ launches
its first column, which will appear on a regular
basis in the Quebec Farmer Advocate. It will offer
diversified information featuring the
performance of projects supported by the
Council. It will also give an update on the CDAQ,
and its programs and most recent features.

COMSEIL POUR

A Software for Genetic Selection of Pork

C DA

LE DEVELOPPEMEMNT DE
LU AGRICULTURE DU QUEBEC

Cattle Price Gathering
and Diffusion Network
As far as price gathering and diffusion is concerned, the

C O L U M N Qluebec caftle producers can now rely on an automated
network that keeps them abreast of the latest market news

hour by hour, as sales proceed. Quebec is the first market
in Canada to have such an efficient, quick and structured
information network in the trade of live animals.

A grant received by the Société des éleveurs de porcs du The NIT at the Service

Québec (SEPQ) served to implement a new genetic of Agricul'l'ure! This price gathering and diffusion network connects, in
selection management software; already about half of the Several projects supported real time, livestock auction sales to a central server to
members of the SEPQ have been trained to use this new by the CDAQ make the create o complete dotabase on the merchandizing of

tool and a simplified version of the software has been
installed ot some businesses, thus opening the way to
efficient networking. This software improves the
information flow, and uses data compiled by the Centre de
développement du porc du Québec. More
specifically, the software allows the breeders to
determine the best crossbreeding based on the
genetic strengths and weaknesses of each animal.

Producing pork since 1972, Madeleine Hayeur
never touched a computer before being
familiarized with this software; today she admits
that she wouldn't think of going back to the time when crossbreeding was
decided randomly, with all the resulting risks of errors. “This software allows
me to determine the best selections quickly and accurately. At any moment, |
can go and check the relationship between an animal and its offspring.
Technical follow-up is also possible with this programme, such as weight at
weaning, feeding, and mortality reasons. It helps me save hours and hours of
work. | couldn't live without it!"

For more information,

Serge Charron, (450) 651-9253

most of new information

technologies to

develop diverse
farm productions.

cattle sold by auction in Quebec, while linking through
the web all coftle buyers from and outside
Quebec. Even cull cattle, grain calves, and
slaughter steer auction sales can be made by
computer.

The Fédération des producteurs de bovins
du Québec website (www.bovin.gc.ca) also
offers the advantage of diffusing the prices
according to the quality of the catile sold and based on identified categories,
which allows for a more precise knowledge of the market.

For more information,

Lovis Hébert, (450) 679-0530

Other Ongoing Projecis

Other projects, related to new information technologies, are currently
underway, including the development of a common data entry interface for
cattle ranches, the implementation of a technical economic data collection,
analysis and fransfer programme for maple growers, and the development of
economic and technical management tools designed for ornamental plants
producers.

We invite you to contact us for any question or comments on this column or the activities of the CDAQ
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To refer to the list of financially supported projects, please visit the Council’s website at: www.cdag.qe.ca
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